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native catechists in the villages, asked missioners to con-
centrate first on helping the sick and taking special care
of the young, as it was amongst the first Apgstles. He
suggested they should teach agriculture and industry and
the arts amongst the poor; and that the upper classes too
may be converted.
When an Englishman looks at the building of Liverpool
Cathedral, he must think of Pope Pius' next sentence,
where he begged his missioners not to build extravagantly
costly churches, nor to aspire to have magnificent cathe-
drals, for he felt sure these things would develop naturally
in their own time.
First and foremost must come the development of
missionary activity, the formation of self-reliant native
Churches, which would soon be able to do without
missions, and all must be ready in time to abandon their
mission field and start off somewhere else.
As one wanders through China one cannot help but
be struck by the modern touch of such a programme, and
yet it is not to be wondered at, when one realises in con-
versation with the different Chinese bishops that they
frequently return to Rome, and there tell the Pope the
true facts about their country.
Christianity can only survive in such an old nation as
China, if and when it is completely controlled by Chinese
clergy and Chinese bishops. Few people except the Pope
in Western Europe realise this fact. They are flattered,
too, in China by the fact that it was this Pope who himself
consecrated, almost immediately after the issue of his
encyclical, the first six new bishops from China. Normally
these bishops would have been consecrated in China, but
the Pope insisted that they should come to Rome and